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iTes from The Terfiacco Institute,* 


; I TVjr ^ in-response to mounting^requests 
V s • * 1 i I for [thex^ttle^knov.Ti >^ther side* 
, ! ’ ^ Smoking coijtfoversy 
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Are cigarettes 
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"guilty" 
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;because they haven 1 1 ^ yet 
, been found innocent? 
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Not since the days before Prohibition —not so many 
decades ago —has there been such a public hue and cry as 
there now is over cigarettes. The charges rise on every 
side. The accusations are ahrming and extreme. : 
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Surely, it seems, there must be some rock-solid core of 


fact in the charges. 


Is there? 
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Surely, it seems, there must now b^/recorded- medical proof 
of the guilt of cigarettes. 

Is there? 


The Surprising tBCuth 

(_ A he at deal of medical and scientific opinion/ 
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that there is no''solid core of fact whatever in the charges.. 

And, further,, there is no isnevrrTclinical proof that 
incriminates smoking as a cause of heart or respiratory disease. 


For these reasons, many medical authorities openly deplore 
the charges. Scientists warn, that the charges, may. be seriously 
misleading;. Statisticians point out that one aspect after another 
of the; "statistical case" against smoking has been successf ully 
challenged. L o~-u>~*6- Im tH&U&ZZZjSsx. 

Why The Controversy Drags On ' *' 

Regardless, ® n a broadening front, the anti-cigarette 
campaign goes on. It mounts its; attacks as though there were: 
no reasonable: •other side* to the question' ~ a£ though there 
were, indeed, no question at all. ' 
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controversy; cigarettes are assumed guilty -- until the?; 
have been proveai innocent. •• 


, ../• To prove this innocence is not a simple matter.", Medical V 
research has been trying for decades to find the causes of 
such diseases, as cancer. . ' " .■ 

v•••"•. The Factors Multiply •'•".• •• • ww"", >--k"w ;• yK; N'y 

The true causes are apparently quite complex. They may 
include psychological stress, heredity, viruses, air pollution, 
even occupational, hazards. _ f- X -;}^- 

There is, at present, insufficient evidence to be sure of 
any of these factors — just as there is clearly insufficient 
evidence either to convict or to clear smoking of its charge of 

"guilt". '■ .. V r'P"; Ww’.'’- 

Toward Evidence of Innocence 

For its part,, the tobacco industry is spending millions 
of dollars every year to explore the health problems in 
which it has become implicated. This urgently needed work 
is going forward in hospitals,, universities and research 
organizations; throughout the country. /-K’x" ' 

•p Hopefully. smoking: may someday be cleared of the charges. 

;vIn the meantime, the all-tco-easy assumptions of guilt 
should become known for what they actually are. Verdicts — 
without. iccj^hLiiutr.ig evi4encrrr ... . 
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. ■ ^h/erlooked Research y- v-yw.-'w’': 

fea y-studies contradict the premise that smoking" is 
. hazardous to. health. These-, understandably, tend to . J 

be overlooked by the critics of smoking —they offer no 
evidence of innocence. .. • ■' ,• 
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Three: instances: v - ''I:"--" 

1 . A study of 1000 cases of lung cancer at Mercy 
Hospital in Fittsburgh'i, Pa* It was found that nearly half 
of these: cases — — occurred in people v/ho did not s moke, 

2m Research based on medical examinations of the 
entire community of Tecumseh,, Pilch* It was found that 
non- smokers showe d a higher incidence of: heart conditions 
than smokers. . . . . (H , 

’ 3* A World Health Cr^anization study in Israel, one of 

many projects outside the U.S* It was found that the occiaent^l 
population — which, smokes le^-s than the oriental population' ... 
had 1 higher death rates from lung cancer*:.;; 
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The controversy goes on. As it will —unless '> 

cigarettes, conceivably, come to be judged innocent " •' : 
until proved guilty.' .. .? •:•: .d-5 

Or until the actual causes of the ailments in question ';d£ : ^£;C 

finally found. ' f t''..'' 1 -::dtt.. t : > » ...••'■ “ •• 
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have been 


If research arising from the controversy will have 
helped reached that goal —-the controversy, with all its 
confusions: and propaganda, will have been worthwhile. 

We sincerely hope that will be the case. %• 
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For further information on any of the facts above, 

for documentation and sources of information, 

you are invited to write to:. t.' ; -'i-v'-vt-V’V 


The Tobacco Institute 
1735 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 
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For a fuller discussion, read "TKI CIGARETTE COhTiJOViSSY". Write 
to The Tobacco Institute for your free copy. . - 
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